0 -dicarboxybiphenyl-2,2 0 -dicarboxylate ligand and four N atoms from two 1,10-phenanthroline molecules in a distorted octahedral geometry. The crystal structure involves O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
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For related literature, see: Che et al. (2006) ; Chen et al. (2008) ; Lehn (1990) ; Zang et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 16 H 8 O 8 ) (C 12 Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). topologies, but also due to the ability to act as hydrogen-bond acceptors and donors to assemble supramolecular structures (Che et al., 2006; Chen et al., 2008; Lehn, 1990) . We chose biphenyl-2,5,2',5'-tetracarboxylic acid (H 4 bptc) as a bridging ligand, 1,10-phenanthroline (phen) as a neutral ligand, and zinc(II) as a metal center, generating the title compound. We report here its crystal structure.
In the title compound, the Zn II atom, lying on a twofold rotation axis, is six-coordinated by two O atoms from one H 2 bptc ligand and four N atoms from two phen molecules in a distorted octahedral geometry (Fig. 1 ). The twofold rotation axis passes through the midpoint of the bond connecting two benzene rings of the H 2 bptc ligand. The bond lengths are within the normal ranges (Table 1 ) (Zang et al., 2006) . The crystal structure involves O-H···O hydrogen bonds between the carboxylate O atoms and water molecules (Table 2) . 
